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UT Brownsville has paid about $8,000 
in repairs after a parking lot light pole fell 
on two cars while students were inside of 
them.
The incident occurred on Aug. 20 in 
the parking lot across the street from 
Main Building.
According to a police report provided 
by University Police, one of the students 
said he was inside his parked 2014 Nissan 
Maxima and talking on his cell phone 
when the light pole fell and struck the 
front of his car and a side view mirror.
The light pole also struck the front of 
a 2010 Ford Focus being driven east in 
the lot by a female student who had a 
passenger. The Ford sustained damage 
to its windshield and roof.
Brownsville Emergency Medical 
Services personnel were dispatched to 
the scene; however, the students reported 
no injuries.
Staff of the Facilities Department 
removed the light pole from the vehicles, 
and the Environmental Health and Safety 
Department asked the students about the 
incident and their welfare.
The Collegian was told about the 
incident by sources several weeks after 
it occurred. It was not included in the 
weekly incident reports submitted to the 
newspaper by University Police.
The newspaper asked for a copy of 
the incident report on Sept. 30. The 
report it received contained names of the 
students, but their addresses, cell phone 
A light pole in a university parking lot (A1, 
Section C) across from the Main Building fell 
and struck the windshield of this Ford Focus.
The light pole lies in the A1, Section C, parking 
lot after striking two cars.
Photos Courtesy ut Brownsville ACting Chief of PoliCe MiChAel holguin
UT Brownsville officials say the light pole fell because the base was rusted.
Light pole strikes 2 cars
Students escape 
injury; two posts 
have fallen this year
Kaila Contreras 
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Unless you have been in contact with 
someone who has tested positive for the 
Ebola virus or have traveled to Africa in 
recent months, you don’t need to worry 
about contracting the disease, local 
health officials say.
Ebola is a virus that causes hemorrhagic 
fever, is usually found in Africa and is 
spread through physical contact with 
blood or other bodily fluids from a person 
sick with or who has died of Ebola. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control website, Ebola is spread through 
direct contact between broken skin, eyes, 
nose or mouth and the blood and bodily 
fluids such as urine, feces, saliva, vomit, 
sweat and semen of a person who is sick 
with Ebola. However, Ebola is not spread 
through air or water.
Brian Smith, regional medical director 
of Health Services Region 11 for the Texas 
Department of State Health Services, 
said monkeys, bats and antelopes are 
some of the animals that carry the virus.
“Certain times, antelopes, porcupines 
and [monkeys] may pick up the virus 
and come into contact with the fruit bats 
and from there if people kill the animals 
Health experts to Valley residents: 
Don’t overreact on Ebola
Gov. Perry calls for travel ban from disease outbreak countries 
Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN
for meat and then bring that home, then 
they can become ill from the virus that is 
in the animals,” Smith told The Collegian 
in an interview via telephone on Oct. 10. 
“So it’s from hunting and being in contact 
with the blood of the animals that have 
the virus.”
Smith said the disease then spreads 
into groups of people in villages who have 
contact with each other or are around the 
body of a victim before burial. 
The first symptoms of Ebola are 
101.5-degree fever, headaches, muscle 
pain and weakness, said Dr. James 
W. Castillo II, health authority for the 
Cameron County Health Department. As 
the disease gets worse, diarrhea, vomiting 
and severe stomach pain become 
common symptoms. Hemorrhaging 
appears in less than half of patients. 
It takes between two and 21 days for 
symptoms to develop.
A person is not considered to have 
Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Dallas staff line the drive that exits the emergency room as 
they wait Thursday for an ambulance carrying Nina Pham to depart in Dallas. Pham, a nurse at the 
hospital, was diagnosed with the Ebola virus after caring for Thomas Eric Duncan, who died of the 
same virus.
See POLE, Page 11 See DIABETES, Page 10
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
leaders have recruited a 22-person 
research team to establish the South 
Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute.
During a news conference Oct. 13, 
Francisco Fernandez, dean of the UTRGV 
Medical School; Francisco Cigarroa, 
University of Texas System chancellor; 
UTRGV President Guy Bailey; UT 
Alan Bersin, assistant secretary for 
policy for the Department of Homeland 
Security, will present a lecture titled 
“Law Enforcement on the U.S.-Mexico 
Border (1999-2010): From Bilateral 
toward Binational” at 2 p.m. today in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
For more information, call 882-4315.
Homeland Security 
official to speak 
on campus
Tony GuTierrez/AssoCiAted Press
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POLICE REPORTS
The following are among the incidents 
reported to University Police between 
Oct. 3 and 12. 
Oct. 3 
9:26 a.m.: A student reported that 
her bike was stolen from the Casa Bella 
student housing complex. The student 
said she did not give anyone permission 
to take her bike and would like to press 
charges if the suspect is found. 
10:16 a.m.: A staff member observed 
a suspicious-looking man entering a 
classroom at the Biomedical Research 
Health Professions Building. The 
staff member was concerned because 
he witnessed the man entering the 
classroom 45 minutes before the next 
scheduled class. University Police were 
unable to make contact with the man 
and nothing from the classroom was 
removed or out of place. The man was 
later identified as a student.
Oct. 6  
1:27 p.m.: A student reported a 
suspicious-looking person wandering 
around the Biomedical Research Health 
Professions Building. University Police 
arrived at the scene and determined the 
person is not affiliated with the university. 
The person was also determined to be a 
vagrant, was issued a criminal trespass 
warning and advised he would not be 
allowed on university property.
2:37 p.m.: A resident assistant reported 
A University of Texas Pan American 
student has been arrested on charges of 
assaulting his girlfriend, a UT Brownsville 
student, University Police say.
University Police said a woman 
reported she had been assaulted 
Thursday morning by her boyfriend in 
her apartment in the Casa Bella student 
housing complex. She said the man then 
fled the scene.
The woman called University Police 
and reported having physical injuries. 
Emergency medical services personnel 
evaluated the woman and she was in 
stable condition. 
“She claimed injury based on the 
altercation story that she told us, the 
information that she gave us, and it 
was consistent with the injuries she 
was complaining about,” Acting Chief 
of Police Michael Holguin told The 
UTPA student arrested in Casa Bella assault
UTB female student reports physical injuriesKaila Contreras 
THE COLLEGIAN Collegian Friday morning.
The woman gave a description of 
the man, the vehicle he drives and 
the direction he was headed. Officers 
contacted the UTPA Police Department 
for assistance in locating the man. 
“After committing the offense, the 
suspect … then went to some known 
locations in Edinburg,” Holguin said. “We 
asked UT Pan Am Police for assistance. 
They were able to locate the suspect.”
The suspect voluntarily went to the 
UTPA police station and was detained 
until UTB Police arrived at the station, 
Holguin said.
The man was arrested and charged 
with assault-family violence, unlawful 
restraint, interference with an emergency 
request for assistance and criminal 
mischief. He was then transported to the 
Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center. 
Holguin said the case remains under 
investigation. 
a man in a female-only room in the 
Casa Bella student housing complex. 
University Police were informed the 
man had left the room and was located 
in a car outside the complex. Residential 
assistants informed police that the man 
was the passenger in the vehicle. The 
driver, a student, gave consent for the 
vehicle to be searched and informed 
them he had a short-barrel shotgun in 
the vehicle. The firearm was not loaded 
and no ammunition was found in the 
vehicle. Officers issued the student a 
criminal trespass warning and informed 
him that an arrest warrant could possibly 
be submitted for being in possession of a 
prohibited weapon. The passenger of the 
vehicle had a current criminal trespass 
warning for Casa Bella on file due to a 
previous incident. Officers informed the 
passenger an arrest warrant would be 
issued for his arrest for criminal trespass. 
Both men were released. 
8:07 p.m.: Three residents of the Casa 
Bella student housing complex reported 
they had property stolen from their 
apartment. The students believe they 
left the main door unlocked. Officers did 
not find any signs of forced entry. The 
residents then provided the officer with 
a list of the stolen items and said they 
would like to press charges if the person 
responsible is found. 
Oct. 8 
10:43 a.m.: A faculty member reported 
a monitor missing from the Life and 
Health Sciences Building. The faculty 
member said the monitor had been 
purchased a year ago and he noticed the 
monitor missing two months ago. The 
monitor was left in his previous office in 
SET-B. He does not know who removed 
the monitor. 
7:56 p.m.: A media projector was 
reported missing from Eidman Hall 101.
Oct. 9 
6:56 p.m.: While on patrol, a University 
guard observed a couple engaging in 
a verbal altercation and the man was 
holding the woman by the shoulders. 
University Police arrived at the scene 
and the woman told police she was not 
allowed to leave the area by her ex-
boyfriend. Officers learned the man had 
been harassing and stalking the student 
off campus. The student said she did 
not want to press any charges and the 
man was advised of the consequences 
of further stalking, harassing and 
unlawfully restraining the student. He 
received a criminal trespass warning. 
Oct. 10
10:55 a.m.: A university secretary 
reported receiving a letter from a man 
that contained religious rhetoric but 
made no threats. Information obtained 
from a law enforcement agency that had 
previously arrested the man said he is 
residing in Arizona. 
Oct. 12
1:24 p.m.:  A University police officer 
en route to the Brownsville/South Padre 
Island International Airport witnessed a 
minor traffic accident. The driver of the 
vehicle displayed signs of intoxication 
and was released to the Brownsville 
Police Department because the accident 
occurred off campus and involved city 
property. 
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R e m e m b e r : 
Sacrifices made 
for a short time 
can bring benefits 
lasting a lifetime. 
This was one of 
the first things I 
was told when I 
was a freshman in 
college two years 
ago.
Many might think this is just another 
story of a freshman surviving her first 
year in college. Yes, you might be right, 
but what if that freshman was 16 years 
old when she entered the university? 
That is my story. 
When I was in the eighth grade I 
applied to the Brownsville Early College 
High School. I was told by many of my 
classmates that I would be wasting 
my time and would not live the “high 
school experience.” They also told me 
that I would not get accepted into the 
program since it was too rigorous and too 
advanced for someone “stupid” like me.
Although I was determined to prove 
all those people wrong, I soon discovered 
this program had its advantages and 
disadvantages. 
Advantages: By the time students 
graduate they will have accumulated 
more than 60 university semester 
credits, the number of students per class 
is so small it gives the student a family-
friendly atmosphere, and they will gain 
skills no other incoming freshman would 
have by the time they enter college after 
high school. 
I am now 19 years old and a college 
junior. When people ask me how old I 
am and then find out I’m in my third year 
of college, most of them are surprised 
by how young I am and how much I 
have gained already. I feel flattered at 
times but mostly I don’t see it as an 
accomplishment. 
This program provided with me 
relationships that will last a lifetime. The 
classmates who graduated with me—
and the faculty and staff who guided 
us on the path they knew was best for 
us--understand how it feels to be in a 
situation like mine. 




Why you should vote for 
Davis and Van de Putte
If you like Texas’ dismal national 
ranking in public education, public health 
(especially women’s and children’s), 
veterans’ assistance and also celebrate its 
smug self-satisfaction, then do not vote 
for Wendy Davis for governor and Leticia 
Van de Putte for lieutenant governor.
However, if you wish to nudge Texas 
into a progressive mode early in the 21st 
century, then Davis and Van de Putte 
should get your vote.
Like many politicians around the 
world who desire a broader and more-
embracing community, Davis and Van de 
Putte are combatting citizens who claim 
life is “just fine.”
And even if it is for them, there are 
millions of others--right here in Texas--
who work hard and deserve a bit of help. 
Call it compassion.
Here’s wishing you success, Wendy 
and Leticia, as you speak for all Texans, 
well-off or not.
You certainly are appealing to the 
decent side of Texans, as well as their 
understandable self-interest.
I’d be proud to have you sworn in come 
January in Austin.
What a ray of hope, what an inspiration 
you evince.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky 
Brownsville residentSee COLUMN, Page 11
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POLL QUESTION:
Who’s your favorite 
horror film villain?
Annabelle                    7
Jason Voorhees          0 
Freddie Krueger          7
Michael Meyers          5
Leatherface                1 
Pinhead                       3  
Chucky                        6 
Ghostface                   0 
Candyman                  0
Pennywise the Clown       9
“People shouldn’t be 
surprised as to how bad 
diabetes is in the [Rio 
Grande] Valley when all we 
do is drink sodas, eat fatty 
foods and eat tacos and no 
vegetables. We deserve what 
we get.” 
Edna Carolina Rivera
Estudiante de ciencias 
de biomedicina 
de segundo año
 “Yo tengo una abuelita que es 
diabética. Creo que aumenta 
tus probabilidades cuando 
un familiar tiene diabetes. 
Entonces tienes que cuidarte 
más”.
Mathew Torres
Texas Southmost College 
kinesiology sophomore
 “I think people who do have 
it need to start taking care 
of themselves and they need 
to start going to the doctor 
because it really does hurt a 
lot of people. I should know 
because it runs in my family, 
and I have to take care of 




“I think it is very important 
to have some awareness of 
diabetes, especially people 
who have [a history of it] in 
their families. So, I think it’s 
very important to take care 
at a very young age because 
people believe that it’s [just 
an] old people illness.”
Oscar Lopez
Valley AIDS Council 
director of education
The case against 
anti-abortion law
I don’t, for one minute, believe that 
the strict anti-abortion law passed by the 
Texas Legislature was done for altruistic 
reasons.
“We want to make sure women are 
protected and safe.”
Hah! I know how to protect myself and 
so do most women.
The Legislature’s attacks on Planned 
Parenthood, and consequently on 
women, are vicious, and beyond any 
thinking individual’s comprehension.
Planned Parenthood, through its 
women’s health clinics, has provided 
screenings for various cancers, blood 
pressure monitoring, diabetes testing 
and reproductive planning for men and 
women who are ready to have a family.
Planned Parenthood has prevented 
more abortions through that essential 
family planning program than any health 
organization in the United States.
By attacking women’s health services 
via its refusal to accept special federal 
health funds for women’s health and 
expanded Medicaid monies for the 
working poor,  the Texas Legislature has 
guaranteed there will be more abortions 
(legal and illegal), more unwanted 
children and a sicker population.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville resident
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The Collegian is the 
multimedia student 
newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at 
Brownsville. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on 
campus and is an award-winning 
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Accessibility Awareness Week 
Disability Services will host UT 
Brownsville’s 14th annual Accessibility 
Awareness Week. Activities scheduled 
are an Accessibility Awareness Fair, 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Main Building’s Gran Patio; the panel 
presentation, “In Our Shoes,” 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m. Thursday in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia; and the screening of “Soul 
Surfer,” at 9 p.m. in the Casa Bella student 
housing complex. For more information, 
contact Disability Services Coordinator 
Steve Wilder at 882-7374 or at steve.
wilder@utb.edu. 
Monday Night Physics 
The Center for Gravitational Wave 
Astronomy invites the public to attend 
Monday Night Physics from 7 to 9 
p.m. today in the Main Building’s Salón 
Cassia. The event will consist of three 
short talks relating to renewable energy 
and thermodynamics. Admission is 
free. For more information, email Joey 
Shapiro Key, director of education and 
outreach for the Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy, at jkey@phys.utb.edu. 
Alcohol Awareness Week
UT Brownsville will kick off National 
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 
Week with “Popcorn on the Paseo: 
See Something, Do Something,” 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today. 
Students will learn about ways to have 
fun without alcohol, take the pledge to 
be responsible and how to be an active 
bystander. Popcorn and other goodies 
will be served. An open forum, titled 
“The Risks Associated with Alcohol 
Abuse,” takes place from 12:15 to 1:15 
p.m. Tuesday in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia; “Watch Ur BAC/
Alcohol Awareness Fair,” takes 
place from 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday in 
the Main Building’s Gran Patio; “I Am 
Not as Think as You Drunk I Am,” 
an event that simulates the effects of 
drinking, is scheduled from noon to 2 
p.m. Wednesday on the Student Union 
lawn; Non-alcoholic drinks will be served 
during “Thirsty Thursday,” set at 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Casa Bella 
clubhouse. For more information, call 
Student Engagement at 882-5033.
Jonathan Guist performs
Clarinetist Jonathan Guist, an 
associate professor in the UT Brownsville 
Music Department, will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday in the Texas Southmost 
College Arts Center as part of the Patron 
of the Arts program. Guist teaches 
applied clarinet, clarinet ensemble and 
chamber music and is a founding member 
of the Frontera Chamber Music 
Society, whose mission is to advance 
and promote chamber music through 
inspiring community performance, 
education and outreach. Admission is 
$10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens, 
children and students with a school ID. 
For more information, contact Patron of 
the Arts at 882-7025 or at patron@utb.
edu. 
Education workshops
UT Brownsville’s College of 
Education and the Colegio de 
Educación in Matamoros will hold 
their Congreso Internacional 
de Educación from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday in Sabal Hall 1.106 via 
videoconference from the UTB campus. 
Students and the community are 
invited to attend. Registration forms 
are available at the College of Education 
Dean’s Office in Main Building 2.306. 
For more information, call Teaching, 
Learning and Innovation Department 
Chair Reynaldo Ramirez at 882-7255.
Art exhibit
“Soundings,” an exhibit by Sara Mast, 
an associate professor and co-chair of 
the Painting and Drawing Department 
at Montana State University in Bozeman, 
will open with a reception at 6 p.m. Oct. 
28 in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg 
Hall. “Soundings” is a collaborative, 
multimedia project that explores the 
construction of shared identity within 
four generations of Mast’s family. 
Admission is $1, and $3 for a semester 
pass. For more information, contact 
Gallery Director Alejandro Macias at 
882-7097 or at alejandro.macias1@utb.
edu. 
Internship for all majors
The Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute seeks full-time 
college undergraduate students who are 
interested in participating in the 2015 
Spring Congressional Internship 
Program. Students of all majors who 
have an interest in the development of 
public policy and who have demonstrated 
leadership abilities may apply at www.
apply.chci.org. The deadline to apply is 
Nov. 7.
15th Annual STEMS Run/Walk 
The 15th annual STEMS 5K and three 
1-Mile Run/Walk will take place from 
7:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday on the UT 
Brownsville campus. The registration fee 
is $15. For more information, call STEMS 
Program Director Javier Garcia at 
882-5058.
UTRGV Medical School Forum 
The American Medical Student 
Association will host an open forum 
for students interested in learning more 
about the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley’s School of Medicine at 1 p.m. 
Friday in Life and Health Sciences Room 
1.316.  Dr. Francisco Fernandez, 
founding dean of the school of medicine, 
speak about plans for the inaugural Class 
of 2016. For more information, contact 
the Office of Health Professions 
Careers at 882-5059.
Free flu Vaccines
Student Health Services will 
administer free flu vaccines to UTB 
students, staff and faculty weekdays 
beginning at 8 a.m. in Cortez Hall 237. 
For more information, call Secretary 
Rosie Camero at 882-3896. 
Gregorio Luke lectures
Gregorio Luke, an expert on Mexican 
and Latin American art and culture, will 
present a lecture titled “Day of the 
Dead” at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday and another 
titled “Octavio Paz” at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the Brownsville Historic 
Museum, 641 E. Madison St. For more 
information, call Diana L. Gonzalez at 
542-8073.
The Alzheimer’s Association 
seeks volunteers for the 2014 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s, 
scheduled Nov. 8 on the UT 
Brownsville Student Union lawn. 
The association is recruiting 
organizations, groups, schools 
and individuals in the community 
to volunteer to help them host the 
event. For more information, call 
Co-Chair/Volunteer Coordinator 
Veronica Gomez at 204-2232.
UT-Brownsville is looking for 
freshman volunteers to take 
the Collegiate Learning 
Assessment (CLA). The 
assessment measures critical 
thinking, analytic reasoning, 
problem-solving and written 
communication skills.  The 
results will include participants’ 
strengths and weaknesses 
on these skills to help them 
develop and, in the future, focus 
their academic resources more 
appropriately. Volunteers’ names 
will be placed in a drawing for 
a free Kindle Fire. To schedule 
a testing time, contact Steve 
Wilson, director of Academic 
Assessment, at 882-7110.
The Brownsville School 
District Fine Arts 
Department seeks volunteers 
for the Art Crawl, an event in 
commemoration of Día de los 
Muertos, scheduled from 6 to 
9 p.m. Nov. 1 and 2. For more 
information, call Teodoro 
Estrada at 698-0193.
The first Rio Grande Arts and 
Science Festival (RiSA) seeks 
volunteers for RiSA Latina Day, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 6; RiSA 
Student Day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 
7; and RiSA Community Day, 
9 a.m.-7 p.m. Nov. 8 on the UT 
Brownsville campus. To register 
for volunteering, visit utbrisa.
eventbrite.com. 
The Moody Clinic, 1901 E. 
22nd St., seeks volunteers to 
assist with its annual poinsettia 
fundraiser during the first week 
of November. Call Development 
Coordinator Christine 
Cavazos at 542-8504 for more 
information. 
Busy Moms 
Busy Moms, a free support group 
for all female UTB students, meets 
from noon to 1 p.m. every Friday 
in Cortez Hall 220. For more 
information, call Student Health 
Services Licensed Clinical Social 




a program of recovery from 
compulsive eating, meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez 
Hall 220. For more information call 
Martha Sanchez at 882-8952
Co-Dependency Anonymous
Co-Dependency Anonymous 
meets every Wednesday from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Casa Bella 
student housing complex. For more 
information, call Student Health 
Services Counselor Lynn Black at 
882-3896. 
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Name: Active Minds
Purpose: To promote mental health 
awareness on campus.
President: Gisela Ayala
Vice President: Paulina Mendoza
Secretary: Meline Rubio
Treasurer: Phil Martinez
Adviser: Leticia Fierros-Garza, licensed 
professional counselor with Student 
Health Services
Activities: National Day Without 
Stigma, Stress Less Week, National 
Karina aguirre/Collegian
Club Spotlight
Members of the Active Minds student organization include (front row, from left) President Gisela 
Ayala, Andrea Aleman, Vice President Paulina Mendoza, Sandra Lopez and Mireya Huerta. Second 
row: Jose Medina, Corina Reyna, Tanya Ingrid Rodriguez and Laura Cecilia Barrera. Back row: 
Leonardo Soto, Student Health Services Counselor and club adviser Leticia Fierros-Garza, Julio 
Figueroa and Pablo Jimenez.   
Depression Awareness Day and Suicide 
Prevention Month. 
Achievements or awards: 5 Star 
Chapter
Meetings: 3 p.m. each Monday in 
Cortez Hall 224
Membership requirements: must be 
a UTB student
For more information, contact: 
Ayala at 543-6172 or Fierros-Garza at 
882-8967. 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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Jaymes Miramontes, an 
HIV/AIDS and substance 
abuse prevention 
specialist with the Valley 
AIDS Council, screens a 
student during National 
Latino AIDS Awareness 
Day outside the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón 
on Wednesday. UT 
Brownsville’s Student 
Health Services partnered 
with the Valley AIDS 
Council to screen UTB and 
Texas Southmost College 
students for the disease. Free HIV tests are 
conducted every Wednesday at Student Health 
Services, located in Cortez Hall. 
‘The risk is not knowing’
Karina aguirre/Collegian
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Los C’lotes By Clarissa MartinezSee BOOK, Page 11
Sometimes it’s hard to find food that 
tastes homemade, is affordable and close 
enough to school that you can make a 
quick run in between classes.
Well, we found one: Taqueria Mely, 
located at 1475 Southmost Rd., offers a 
quick and satisfying meal well under $10.
Opened in 1990 by Yolanda Barcena, 
Taqueria Mely is a one-room restaurant 
that sits in front of Barcena’s house 
on a stretch of Southmost Road that 
includes automotive shops, restaurants 
and single-family homes. The eatery has 
three tables for customers, but it doesn’t 
feel crowded, even when the tables are 
full.
Its menu consists mostly of classic 
Mexican food--flautas, tostadas, tacos, 
sopes and burritos--but it also has some 
American influence, offering burgers and 
fries. 
A half-dozen flautas (beef or chicken) 
cost $3.60, and if you have a really big 
$10 or less     Taqueria Mely: 
Quick, close and tasty
Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN appetite, you can get the dozen for $5. 
The order comes with lettuce, tomato, 
sour cream and a fresh salsa that delivers 
just the right sting to the palate. 
Not in the mood for flautas? Ask for 
an order of tostadas and you’ll get three 
layered with beans and carne deshebrada 
or chicken, and topped with lettuce, 
tomato and yellow or white cheese. 
Tacos come with carne deshebrada 
or chicken, are topped with lettuce and 
tomato and cost $1 each.
Or, maybe you want a burrito that has 
carne deshebrada and beans for $1.25.
You might want to try an order of 
sopes, a thick corn tortilla topped with 
beans, carne deshebrada or chicken, 
lettuce, tomato, white cheese and sour 
cream. An order of three costs $4.50.
Burger fans can get a small one (90 
cents, $1.09 with cheese) or large ($1, 
$1.75 with cheese). Fries are $1 (small) 
and $1.75 (large). Canned sodas sell for 
$1 and bottled cost $1.60.
Taqueria Mely is open from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Taqueria Mely serves flautas (from left), tacos and tostadas. The restaurant also sells burritos, sopes 
and burgers.
AndreA Torres/Collegian
Prices are reasonable at Taqueria Mely.
Taqueria Mely is located at 1475 Southmost 
Rd., between 14th Street and International 
Boulevard.
T h o m a s 
Britten, a 
U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas at 
B r o w n s v i l l e 
history associate 
professor, brings 
a little known 
organization out 
of the darkness 
in his latest book 




lasted more than three years and 
culminated in the publication of his 
book, “The National Council on Indian 
Opportunity: Quiet Champion of Self-
Determination” (University of New 
Mexico Press, 2014) details the lasting 
impact the organization had on Native 
Americans.
“The fact that there’s never been 
anything written about it--no books, no 
articles--made it a really appealing topic, 
and once I explored it a little bit I realized 
that I got something very important here 
and the story needs to be told,” Britten 
said in an interview with The Collegian 
on Oct. 13.
In its short lifetime from 1968 to 
1974, the organization helped Native 
Americans regain lost lands and hunting 
access, among other things. 
“The NCIO was a small little 
commission,” Britten said. “It had 
an annual budget of $300,000, yet it 
was able to secure millions of dollars 
for Native Americans. It was able to 
provide, to restore, tens of thousands of 
acres to Native Americans. It was able 
to get Indian leaders in front of the top 
decision-makers in the country, and so 
the lesson is that even a small, seemingly 
powerless organization can make a big 
difference.”
One of the benefits of the council is 
that Native American leaders could work 
alongside the vice president of the United 
States and Cabinet members to tell them 
what it was the Native American peoples 
needed from the government, something 
Britten said had never occurred before or 
Making an impact that lasts





Through time, Britten says that it 
became evident that self-determination 
was the best option for Native Americans 
instead of the previous governmental 
approach of “paternalism.” 
“[Self-determination] is the antidote 
to government paternalism, and that’s 
the way our government had been, 
paternalistic all the way up to the 1960s 
and ’70s.” 
One of the advantages, he said, to 
the shift in approach is that Native 
Americans had more control over tribal 
affairs instead of being micromanaged 
by the government. The government, he 
said, is still responsible for financially 
backing Native Americans due to the 
treaties they signed. 
“It was through a lot of [the NCIO’s] 
efforts that a number of tribes--for 
example, the Taos Pueblos and the 
Yakama tribe in Washington and others-
-were able to regain ownership and 
control over tens of thousands of acres 
of land and they still hold those lands 
today,” he said. “So, that’s one legacy, 
but the bigger one that this organization 
was really trying to promote is a policy 
of Indian self-determination. In other 
words, permitting Indian tribal leaders 
to make their own decisions, instead of 
the government telling them what to do.”
The journey to develop a book began 
when Britten met a Winter Texan in 
Harlingen who put him in contact with 
the right people.
“I found out he had been in the Lyndon 
Johnson administration as the assistant 
commissioner of Indian Affairs,” Britten 
said. “So, I was lucky through this Winter 
Texan I met here in South Texas, I was 
able to get in touch with the two major 
directors of this organization and got 
to interview them and have that critical 
source of information.”
With the help of the UTB library, 
Britten obtained as much literature as he 
could through interlibrary loan to gather 
background information, but soon 
realized how limited the information on 
the topic was. 
“I was just trying to get context,” he 
said. “What was going on with American 
Indians in the 1960s? What problems did 
they face? … I knew that in order to be 
AndreA Torres/Collegian
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Name: Josh Phipps 
Classification: Freshman 
Major: Kinesiology  
Sport: Golf 
Hometown: Harlingen 
Who is your favorite athlete? “I’d 
have to say J.J. Watt [of the Houston 
Texans], because he’s probably the best 
defensive player out there. I’d have to say 
he’s my favorite athlete because he’s a 
beast.”
Who is your role model? “I’d have to 
say my grandpa. I’ve always looked up to 
him and pretty much everything that I’ve 
done is because he got me into it.” 
What is the best advice you’ve ever 
been given and by whom? ‘“When 
you get in a tough spot, just grind it out 
and make the best of it,’ and that was 
from my high school golf coach.” 
What do you like to do for fun? “I 
like to go hunting. I like to dove hunt and 
I like to go inshore saltwater fishing.” 
When did you begin playing golf 
and why did you start playing? 
“I’ve been playing golf ever since I could 
remember. Since I was really little, I 
would go out and play with my dad and 
then I kind of stopped playing and then I 
started up again in, like, seventh grade.” 
Did you play in high school and did 
you get any awards? “I played all four 
years [at Harlingen South High School]. 
I was junior varsity my first year, varsity 
for my next three years and I was an 
all-district player my senior year. Team 
captain also as a senior.” 
What are your goals for the season? 
“My goals for the season are to be the best 
player that I can be and also to do well in 
classes so that I can excel in the game of 
golf and also academically.” 
What is your favorite movie? “I 
would have to say ‘Seven Days in Utopia.’ 
It’s a really cool golf movie and it gives 
you a whole new perspective of the 
game.” 
Is there a song that gets your head 
in the game? ‘“Centuries’ by Fall Out 
Boy, because it pushes you to be the best 
that you can be, and it tells you how if 
you’re the best that you can be and you’re 
the best out there, you’d be remembered.” 
What are your plans for the Fall 
2015 semester? “I would love to keep 
playing. Hopefully, at a good school, 
but I would just love to keep playing in 
college.” 
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza 
The No. 4-ranked UT Brownsville 
Volleyball Team will face off against the 
No. 5-ranked Biola University Eagles at 
7 p.m. Thursday in La Mirada, Calif. and 
against the No. 3 Concordia University 
Eagles at 7 p.m. Friday in Irvine, Calif.
UTB fell from the No. 2 to No. 4 spot 
in the NAIA Coaches Poll after losing to 
Iowa’s Grand View University Oct. 10 in 
the Madonna University Tournament in 
Livonia, Mich.
As of press time, the Ocelots’ overall 
record was 22-2 and 8-0 in conference. 
The Ocelots defeated the Our Lady of 
the Lake University Saints (25-19, 25-
13, 25-23) Tuesday in the Garza Gym. 
(Visit utbcollegian.com for the complete 
results.)
“I thought that we played much better 
than we did up there for sure,” Athletics 
Director and Head Coach Todd Lowery 
said after the game against the Saints. 
Volleyball team California bound
“Could’ve closed it out a little better than 
we did, but glad to get it done in three. 
We’re on the right track.”
UTB played against the Jarvis Christian 
College Bulldogs at 6 p.m. Friday in 
Hawkins. On Saturday, the Ocelots 
battled the Wiley College Wildcats at 11 
a.m. in Marshall and the Texas College 
Steers at 4 p.m. in Tyler. Results were not 
available at press time.
In other volleyball news, senior middle 
blocker Vanja Joksic received the Red 
River Athletic Conference Volleyball 
Player of the Week award for Oct. 6-12. 
Men’s Soccer
The UTB Men’s Soccer Team will travel 
to the northeast Texas city of Marshall to 
take on the Wiley College Wildcats at 3 
p.m. Thursday and to Alexandria, La., 
for a match against the Louisiana State 
University-Alexandria Generals at 3 p.m. 
Saturday.
UTB defeated the Our Lady of the Lake 
University Saints 2-1 Thursday at the 
Brownsville Sports Park. The Ocelots 
Michelle espinoza/Collegian
played against the University of Houston-
Victoria Jaguars Saturday at home. (Visit 
utbcollegian.com for results.)
As of press time, the Ocelots remained 
undefeated with an overall record of 13-
0.
“Most importantly, we won,” Men’s 
Head Coach Dan Balaguero said after the 
game against OLLU. “The performance 
was great, but at this stage of the season 
we’re just trying to win, so [I’m] happy 
with the win and looking forward to 
Saturday.”
Senior forward Ricardo Diegues 
received the RRAC Men’s Soccer 
Offensive Player of the Week award for 
Oct. 6-12. Diegues is the RRAC goal 
leader, as well, with a total of 20 goals.
On Oct. 9, the men’s team defeated the 
Texas College Steers 3-1 in Tyler. Diegues 
scored two goals and defender Caue 
Salgado netted the other.
The Ocelots defeated the Bacone 
College Warriors 11-0 Oct. 11 in 
Muskogee, Okla. Diegues scored three 
goals; forward Carlos Acevedo, two; 
defenders Dillon Gaffney, Shervin 
Mohajeri, Luke Mazingham and Jesse 
Hinds and midfielders Oscar Valenica 
and Archie Massen each brought in one.
Women’s Soccer
At 1 p.m. Thursday, the UTB Women’s 
Soccer Team will play against the 
Wiley College Wildcats in Marshall and 
against the Louisiana State University-
Alexandria Generals at 1 p.m. Saturday 
in Alexandria, La.
Last Thursday, the women’s team 
suffered its first conference loss (0-
1) when it hosted the Our Lady of the 
Lake University Saints. UTB battled the 
University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars 
Saturday at home. (Visit utbcollegian.
com for results.)
“We got some good lessons to learn 
from today,” Women’s Head Coach Helen 
Wagstaff said after the game against the 
Saints. “I will most definitely take that as 
we go forward. … I think, to be fair, 99.9 
percent of it is not enough. You always 
need that extra .1 percent. Whether it’s a 
goal or whatever it takes, the girls need to 
find that and they know that now.”
For the week of Oct. 6-12, senior 
midfielder Monica Mendes received the 
RRAC Women’s Soccer Offensive Player 
honor and senior defender Katherine 
Vega was named RRAC Co-Defensive 
The Rio Grande Ospreys suffered their 
third loss in the U.S. Chess League to the 
Seattle Sluggers 3.5-0.5.
During Wednesday’s online 
competition, Grandmaster Andrey 
Stukopin drew his game, Grandmaster 
Anton Kovalyov lost his game, FIDE 
(Fédération Internationale des Échecs) 
Master Roberto Miramontes lost his 
game, and sophomore Simon Vasquez III 
lost his game.
The Ospreys have an overall record of 
4-3-1 with 4.5 out of a possible 8 points 
and stand in third place in the Western 
Division.
With two weeks left in the regular 
season, the Ospreys look to focus and win 
their final matches to qualify for the U.S. 
Chess League playoffs.
“We need to concentrate,” Chess 
Coach Bartlomiej “Bartek” Macieja said. 
“There are two matches left of the regular 
season. Especially in the last one, it will 
be decisive. It’s another team from our 




Community chess player and Ospreys team member Roberto Miramontes, a FIDE master, participates 
in Wednesday night’s online chess match against the Seattle Sluggers.
division and we need to win that match if 
we want to qualify.”
The next match for the Ospreys will 
be at 7:45 p.m. Wednesday against 
the Atlanta Kings. On Oct. 29, the 
Ospreys will face off against the Arizona 
Scorpions at 9 p.m. for their final match 
of the regular season.
Ocelot middle blocker Mayra Ramirez prepares to spike the ball against the Our Lady of the Lake 
Saints during Tuesday’s game. UTB swept the Saints 3-0.
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Ebola unless they are at risk of having 
been exposed to the virus by being 
in contact with people infected with 
Ebola or having visited countries such 
as Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea, because the symptoms are 
common to other illnesses such as the 
flu, malaria and typhoid fever, Castillo 
said.
“So if a person has the risk factor for 
being exposed to Ebola and then develops 
symptoms, now they become a potential 
Ebola patient and will go through 
testing,” Castillo said. “I think it’s more 
important to have the risk factors than 
the symptoms because these symptoms 
are shared with many other illnesses.” 
No cure for Ebola is known and 
vaccines are being tested. 
“There have been a couple of 
experimental drugs developed,” Smith 
said. “Some viral drugs and drugs 
that fight Ebola with antibodies, but 
everything is experimental. There have 
not been any human studies done to see 
if the drugs are safe or effective in people. 
… Even the ones that are considered 
experimental, they may not [work].” 
Patients are given fluids intravenously 
to sustain life in the hope that their 
bodies will fight off the disease on their 
own.
Caregivers treating patients with 
Ebola use the same techniques as for 
other illnesses such as Hepatitis B or the 
human immunodeficiency virus, Castillo 
said.
“All medical personnel are well-trained 
in this but it’s really in identifying the 
person that we are re-emphasizing the 
training,” Castillo said. “There is no 
specific detailed training specifically 
for Ebola, but I think all hospitals are 
revisiting with their staff on the proper 
use of protective treatment and proper 
screening.” 
He said contact investigations are one 
of the strengths that developed countries 
such as the United States have in their 
public health systems to determine who 
the infected person has been in contact 
with in order to identify and supervise 
them in an attempt to stop the disease.
In Dallas, two nurses have tested 
positive for Ebola after treating Thomas 
Eric Duncan, a Liberian who developed 
symptoms of the disease after coming 
to the United States. Duncan died Oct. 
8. The nurses are hospitalized, the 
Associated Press reports.
“With the ability and strong public 
health oversight for identifying cases 
quickly, it makes the idea of having 
transmissions in the United States 
between patients to the public extremely 
unlikely, but that’s why there is so much 
vigilance,” Castillo said.
Asked what precautions the local 
community can take to avoid contracting 
Ebola, Smith and Castillo said Rio 
Grande Valley residents should avoid 
traveling to countries in West Africa.
“Really, locally there’s nothing for 
anyone to do, except not to travel to 
Liberia, Sierra Leone or Guinea, unless 
you’re going as a health care worker and 
are trained with protection,” Smith said. 
“So, really, locally there’s nothing to do 
to be concerned about Ebola.”
He said the community should worry 
mostly about other diseases, such as 
influenza.
“When you consider that the average 
year in the United States, 25,000 people 
die of Influenza, which is six times the 
number of people who died from Ebola 
in West Africa, and that would just be 
in the United States alone,” he said. “So, 
influenza is far more important, even in 
Africa, as a cause of mortality.”
The best advice Castillo said he could 
give to the community would be to not 
overreact and to educate themselves 
about the risk factors of Ebola. 
The Collegian also contacted 
local hospital officials to learn what 
precautions they are taking in case the 
disease reaches the Valley. 
Valley Regional Medical Center issued 
the following statement:
“Valley Regional Medical is following 
the standard precautions advised by the 
CDC. In addition to the CDC guidelines, 
Valley Regional Medical Center would 
use the same precautions we use in the 
treatment of patients with airborne 
illnesses, such as TB, in the care of a 
suspected Ebola patient. Those include 
isolating the patient in negative airflow 
rooms and having our staff use protective 
respirator masks such as an N95, which 
filters out smaller particles.
“Valley Regional Medical Center is 
training all health care providers in the 
proper use and removal of personal 
protective equipment.”
Teri Retana, Valley Baptist Medical 
Center-Brownsville vice president of 
marketing and communication systems, 
said the hospital was not granting 
interviews regarding the topic.
Larry Brown, director of Aviation at 
the Brownsville/South Padre Island 
International Airport, said the airport is 
putting together a plan of action to make 
the passenger terminal a sterile and 
secure area with regard to Ebola. These 
include the use of additional bleach 
in cleaning bathrooms and handrails 
and potential use of ultraviolet light to 
destroy viruses.
 During a special meeting of the 
University of Texas System board of 
regents Friday, Vice Chairman Gene 
Powell made the following statement:
“The University of Texas System is 
fortunate to have some of the nation’s 
leading experts in the research and 
treatment of infectious diseases, and we 
have the largest national biocontainment 
laboratory in the world located on an 
academic campus at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. Our 
research expertise, world-class health 
care and state-of the art medical facilities 
across Texas position us among the most 
experienced resources in the nation and 
the world.
“On behalf of the board of regents and 
the thousands of UT System health care 
professionals, we are fully prepared and 
committed to bring all of our resources 
to bear on public health threats to our 
citizens. We offer our full support to Gov. 
Perry and his Task Force on Infectious 
Disease Preparedness and Response 
and its chairman, Dr. Brett Giroir. We 
continue to collaborate and discuss 
strategies with Health and Human 
Services Executive Commissioner Dr. 
Kyle Janek and State Health Services 
Commissioner Dr. David Lakey, as 
well as other public health experts, 
epidemiologists and leaders involved 
in responding to pandemic threats. 
The safety and well-being of students, 
faculty and staff on our campuses and of 
all citizens across our state is of utmost 
importance, and we are mobilizing efforts 
and taking precautionary measures to 
be fully prepared as Texas faces today’s 
unfortunate health threat.”
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System Executive Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs Pedro Reyes; and 
Kenneth Shine, special adviser to the 
chancellor, announced that renowned 
genetics and infectious diseases expert 
Sarah Williams-Blangero will be the 
director of the South Texas Diabetes & 
Obesity Institute.
Williams-Blangero said the research 
institute is being established to advance 
research of diabetes and obesity, develop 
better treatments and ultimately improve 
the health of residents in South Texas. 
 “The Rio Grande Valley is an area where 
diabetes, obesity and the associated 
health issues are reaching crisis levels 
and that makes it an ideal location of the 
kinds of long-term studies that we want 
to conduct,” she said. “Basic research 
is a long-term effort in which it takes 
many years to achieve the ultimate goal 
of developing new drugs and treatments 
for disease.”
Williams-Blangeros’ research will help 
improve clinical care and improve her 
team’s knowledge about the biological 
pathways that underlie the major public 
health problems of diabetes and obesity.
Cigarroa said the research will help 
educate faculty, students and the 
community about the most current 
medical solutions for diabetes and 
obesity.
He said Brownsville and Starr County 
communities are among the people who 
are most at risk of suffering from Type 2 
diabetes in the country.
“Of the major populated metropolitan 
area of the Rio Grande Valley, it’s among 
the most obese in the country; it’s part 
of this metabolic biology,” Cigarroa said. 
“Nearly 10 percent of adults in Texas 
have been diagnosed with diabetes, but 
the rate of diabetes in the Valley is higher. 
It’s 28 percent in Brownsville and that 
doesn’t include those that have Type 2 
diabetes who are not yet diagnosed. Starr 
County has one of the highest … rates of 
Type 2 diabetes in the entire country and 
the highest diabetes death rate in Texas.”
He added that 50 percent of adults 
over age 35 in Starr County have diabetes 
or have a close relative with the disease. 
“And I put myself in that category,” 
Cigarroa said. “I have family members 
in my immediate family with diabetes so, 
certainly, I’m at risk of Type 2 diabetes.”
Bailey said Williams-Blangero’s team 
will double the research expenditures for 
UTRGV.
“We want to be an institution that’s 
an emerging research university,” he 
said. “Sarah and her team will double 
the research expenditures of the new 
university right off and furthermore, they 
serve as models for existing faculty. But 
beyond that, they serve as partners for 
existing faculty. Their work in the new 
university can’t be overestimated.”
Williams-Blangero and her team of 
researchers have been working with 
large, extended Mexican-American 
families over the last 25 years as former 
chair of the Department of Genetics at 
the Texas Biomedical Research Institute 
in San Antonio.
 “Many of those 3,500 individuals who 
have collaborated with us in our studies 
have relatives in this region and so we 
have a great opportunity now to expand 
our research into the families that live 
here through new recruiting efforts in 
the Valley,” she said.
Williams-Blangero said the Valley is a 
natural place for research on diabetes and 
obesity and it’s a place where research 
can have a direct, positive impact on the 
community.
“We have a total of 20 doctoral level 
staff and several technical support staff 
involved in the move,” she said. “The 
team includes individuals who have been 
pioneers in the whole genome sequencing 
studies that are a great hope in genetic 
research today. We have extensive work 
in translational studies focused on drug 
development, work that we hope will 
ultimately lead to new, more efficacious 
drugs for treating diabetes, obesity and 
related disorders.”
Williams-Blangero said her research 
has been highly successful in generating 
over $200 million in funding from the 
National Institutes of Health since 2000.
“With the support of the UT System, 
our research team will establish a number 
of resources here which will dramatically 
improve research capabilities in the 
region,” she said.
The research team will develop a 
high-performance computing system 
dedicated to genetic analysis, a high-
throughput whole-genome sequence and 
will develop a novel program in stem cell 
biology using adult stem cells to generate 
brain, liver and heart cells.
The South Texas Diabetes & Obesity 
Institute will provide numerous 
opportunities for student collaborations.
“We have many opportunities in the 
laboratories in the analysis of data, 
in collection of data where students 
have the opportunity to get involved,” 
Williams-Blangero told The Collegian in 
an interview after the news conference. 
“So we see that as a tremendous benefit of 
being here at UTRGV. … I think students 
can learn a lot about the research process, 
about the grant funding process, about 
the conduct of research and about issues 
associated with working with human 
subjects by working with us on these 
studies.
Asked how the community would 
be involved in the research process, 
Williams-Blangero replied that she 
would like to recruit large, extended 
Mexican-American families to help in the 
discovery of genes influencing diabetes 
and other related diseases.
“Right now, we have 3,500 participants 
in San Antonio from large, extended 
Mexican-American families and we 
would like to do a very similar thing 
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On Friday, Texas Gov. Rick Perry 
announced the first recommendations 
issued by the Texas Task Force on 
Infectious Disease Preparedness and 
Response. Perry created the task force, 
headed by Dr. Brett P. Giroir, earlier this 
month to assess the state’s readiness and 
ability to respond to Ebola and other 
infectious diseases.
 Citing the need to stop Ebola before 
it comes to the United States, Perry also 
called on President Obama to enact an 
air travel ban from countries affected by 
Ebola outbreak, a message he conveyed 
directly to the president Thursday during 
a telephone call. 
 “Air travel is how this disease crosses 
borders, and it’s certainly how it got here 
to Texas,” Perry said. “Based on recent 
and ongoing developments, I believe it 
is the right policy to ban air travel from 
countries that have been hit hardest by 
the Ebola outbreak, provided there’s an 
exception for aid workers to continue 
their important work fighting this 
disease.”
Among the initial recommendations 
made by the task force to enhance 
preparedness and response to infectious 
disease are
--establishment of two Ebola 
Treatment Centers in Texas;
--establishment of specialized patient 
transport teams;
--expanded training of infectious 
disease protocols for health care workers;
--more testing labs for infectious 
disease;
-- and increased authority for 
Department of State Health Services chief 
to issue Enforceable Control Orders.
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numbers, dates of birth, driver’s license 
and student ID numbers were blacked 
out.
Asked why the information was 
blacked out, UTB Acting Chief of Police 
Michael Holguin said the department is 
protecting the students’ right to privacy 
through the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act [FERPA].
The act sets requirements “for the 
protection of privacy of parents and 
students under Section 444 of the 
General Education Provisions Act,” 
according to the Electronic Code of 
Federal Regulations.
The Electronic Code of Federal 
Regulations states that the act pertains to 
“any program that is principally engaged 
in the provision of education, including, 
but not limited to, early childhood 
education, elementary and secondary 
education, postsecondary education, 
special education, job training, career and 
technical education, and adult education, 
and any program that is administered by 
an educational agency or institution.”
The term does not include “records 
of the law enforcement unit of an 
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educational agency or institution.” 
According to the Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press, “Police dispatch 
reports are public information that must 
be released.” 
Asked why the police report was n0t 
included in the weekly reports sent to the 
newspaper, Holguin replied, “The only 
thing we’re obligated to report or post are 
actual offense reports. This is basically 
just a damaged property report. … We’re 
just required to send out actual offenses 
where we have a victim.” 
Alan Artibise, UT Brownsville provost 
and vice president of academic affairs, 
said the Facilities Department is 
responsible for maintaining the light 
poles and checking them on a regular 
basis. Artibise said the pole fell because 
its base rusted out.
“[The poles] have a cover on the bottom 
of them, and the rust was underneath 
it, so you can’t see [the rust] when you 
look at [the pole],” he said. “When the 
accident occurred, [Facilities] went and 
checked all the poles to make sure there 
were no other poles that had that kind 
of problem. So why it occurred on that 
particular pole, I’m not sure.” 
Linda Ufland, director of operations for 
the Office of the Provost and Academic 
Affairs, said the university paid about 
$4,000 in repairs to each vehicle.
The Collegian told Artibise that this 
was the second light pole that has fallen 
on campus this year and asked if they 
posed a threat to the campus. Artibise 
said he was not aware of another light 
pole falling on campus.
“I’m not aware of the incident that 
you cited, nor am I aware, and I’m sure 
I would be since [Facilities] Department 
reports to me, of other incidents like this, 
at least in the five years I’ve been here,” 
he said. “I’m not aware of any other 
incidents.” 
Ufland said: “I haven’t heard of any 
other poles falling except this one. 
Maybe it happened before our time, so 
we wouldn’t be aware of it.”   
On Feb. 24 of this year, however, The 
Collegian reported that a light pole fell 
against a wall of the University of Texas 
School of Public Health-Brownsville 
Regional Campus, which is located on 
the UTB campus.
 “An officer was dispatched to the 
Regional Academic Health Center Feb.1 
after a light pole behind the service ramp 
broke due to inclement weather. … The 
pole shattered a window on the second 
floor of the building.”
The article quoted UTB Physical Plant 
Director Abraham Hernandez as saying, 
“After we found that RAHC lost one of 
theirs, we made it a priority to look at 
ours, and I’m still waiting for the report.” 
The Collegian has made several 
attempts to schedule an interview with 
Hernandez regarding the report on the 
condition of the rest of the campus light 
poles, but he has not been available. He 
said he would probably be available for 
an interview either today or Tuesday. 
In the Feb. 24 article, Martha Sendejo, 
safety coordinator for the Environmental 
Health and Safety Department, told 
The Collegian a light pole fell at the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center four or five years ago.
Artibise said the university is required 
by federal law to report all kinds of 
incidents to federal authorities and those 
reports are public information.
“But, usually, they’re incidents against 
people as opposed to a physical event 
such as this occurring,” he said. “So, 
they’re in a different kind of category. 
Are our students in danger? I think that 
the odds of this happening again are 
exceptionally rare because we’re going to 
ensure that we inspect them on a more 
regular basis than we have in the past.”
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able to get anything published about this, 
I’d have to go to the National Archives.”
That is exactly what Britten did. 
Accompanied by his two sons, he visited 
the National Archives in Washington, 
D.C., on two occasions to collect as many 
documents as he could on the subject. 
“I took them into the archives with me 
and I would sort through boxes looking 
at documents and if anything looked 
important, I’d give it to them and they 
would run and make copies.”
Britten additionally made two trips 
to Virginia to visit Bill Carmack, the 
executive director of the NCIO. During 
his visits he would discuss the documents 
with the director and they would recount 
anecdotes they remembered and little 
by little he would fill in the holes in the 
story.
“After reading through them, then I’d 
go to the executive director and say, ‘Hey, 
listen I got some documents here. What 
do you remember about when you were 
helping the Taos Pueblos get land, when 
you were trying to help Alaskan Natives 
retain their access to hunting walrus and 
seals? What do you remember about 
that? 
“It was a lengthy process but it was a 
lot of fun,” Britten said about writing his 
book. “I learned a lot about it and I could 
share that with my classes.”
Britten, who teaches a research 
methods course, said the fact that he 
conducted research to write his book 
gives him an advantage. 
“When I go before that class to talk 
to them about how to organize your 
research and how to do footnotes and 
how to do an outline, I’m basing it on 
what I just got done, this project. So it 
gives me credibility and the students, I 
think, understand that.”
Britten already has three projects in 
line. He is working on an article about 
a fishing tribe in Washington who is 
seeking to be self-sufficient. He also wants 
to write an article on George W. Bush’s 
Indian policies from the documents he 
collected from the Presidential Library 
and a book on the National Tribal 
Chairman Association.
BOOK
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We took pre-Advanced Placement level 
courses our freshman and sophomore 
years. The level in which the teachers 
taught us was more rigorous than the 
university level. They all had high 
expectations for us, which taught us 
all that college was not going to be that 
easy. The projects we were assigned were 
designed for us to learn that nothing 
would be handed to us on a silver platter. 
Disadvantages: Having completed 
two years will lead students to want to 
complete the other two years in set time 
and not have the chance to explore your 
options for major. 
Having completed 78 credits has 
pushed me to strive for finishing in the 
next two years. Recently, I have been told 
that I should not “rush it.” 
All who graduate from BECHS have 
taken the general core classes required 
in college and, therefore, need to have 
an idea of what major we want to study. 
Most college students take their first 
two years to decide this, but this is not 
the case for an early college student. 
I planned to major in law and justice 
studies, but the summer before entering 
college I changed to communication. 
This is the biggest misconception that 
regular college students have of early 
college students. They might think that 
just because we are so young and have 
completed a lot of the credits we are smart 
enough to know what is best for us. Yet, 
the truth is we are just like every other 
freshman. Don’t take me wrong, though. 
I do have classmates, who graduated with 
me and know exactly what discipline they 
want to study. But three-fourths of the 
students ended up changing when they 
arrived to the university. 
I don’t regret my four years of being 
in the BECHS program. This was an 
experience unlike any other. I had the 
opportunity to learn from professors who 
have had many years’ experience and not 
just a teacher who is certified to teach a 
dual enrollment course.
I believe I am more prepared for 
my courses than the typical incoming 
freshman. The college credits I earned at 
BECHS have allowed me to take upper-
level courses. 
But, I wonder if being 19 and a junior 
at the university is good. I see 18- and 
19-year-old freshmen who don’t seem 
stressed about their life, and I wish 
I was in their shoes. At times I feel 
overwhelmed by having to manage my 
work and academic life.
It is all part of growing up. I might be 
growing up faster than the other students 
my age. Yet with no pain there is no gain.
Player. Vega shared the award with 
senior defender Erika Thompson of Our 
Lady of the Lake University.
As of press time, the Ocelots’ overall 
record was 6-3-2 and 4-1 in conference.
The Ocelots defeated the Texas 
College Steers 7-0 Oct. 9 in Tyler and the 
Bacone College Warriors 3-2 Saturday in 
Muskogee, Okla.
Golf
The women’s team will compete 
today in the Alamo City Classic, hosted 
by Trinity University in San Antonio; 
the men’s team will compete Sunday in 
the North Central Texas Intercollegiate 
Tournament, hosted by Southwestern 
College (Kan.) in the East Texas city of 
Cedar Hill. 
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“We had a great tournament in 
Houston-Victoria and we’re looking 
forward to a good tournament at San 
Antonio,” Head Coach Daniel Hayden 
said. “It’s going to be full of great teams. 
There’s going to be 12 solid teams in 
the NCAA Division II and III. The girls 
are excited to play again. They’ve been 
working extremely hard, and I have no 
doubt they’re going to play extremely 
well.”
Cross-country
The UTB Men’s and Women’s Cross-
Country teams will run in the Great 
Strides for Cystic Fibrosis 5K at 8 a.m. 
Saturday in La Feria. The race will not be 
a National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics-sanctioned race.
“It’s more of giving back to the 
community,” Head Coach Sam Buchanan 
said about the race. “Going out and 
letting people from Brownsville that 
haven’t seen our team run. Let them see 
what we’re capable of and just go out and 
have fun.”
In the Rim Rock Classic, the NAIA Pre 
National Meet, held Oct. 11 in Lawrence, 
Kan., the men competed individually and 
the women placed 22nd out of 32 teams.
“I thought both teams did really well up 
in Kansas,” Buchanan said about the Rim 
Rock Classic. “David Guillen had a really 
good race. He finished 14th. Anytime you 
can finish in the top 20 in a field that big 
it’s really good.”
Of 300 runners, Guillen finished with 
a time of 26:08 in the men’s 8K. Senior 
Vanessa Garcia garnered 19th place with 
a time of 19:10 in the women’s 5K.
Garcia and Guillen, respectively, 
earned the RRAC Women’s and Men’s 
Cross-Country Co-Runners of the Week 
for Oct. 6-12.
here,” she said.
Williams-Blangero will officially join 
the South Texas Diabetes & Obesity 
Institute on Thursday. The 22-person 
research team will move to the Valley by 
DIABETES
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the end of the year and will have offices 
on both the UTB and the University of 
Texas Pan American campuses.
UTRGV will open in Fall 2015, followed 






12 Monday, October 20, 2014 The Collegian
